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Special Column
The Covid—19 Pandemic and Sino—U.S. Relations

“Soft War” and Its Roots: China-U.S. Interactions during

the Covid—-19 Pandemic
Zhao Kejin ceeeeeseesseses

The Covid—19 pandemic has become a critical factor in the develop—
ment of China—U.S. relations. The competition between China and the U-
nited States has escalated as the pandemic situation worsens unraveling a
scenario of multiplying pressures by both the pandemic and panic shock.
The new reality of China—U.S. relations is not leaning toward a “New Cold
War” but rather a “Soft War” pattern. Central to this pattern is that the
two countries are competing on the front of political legitimacy by debating
who is right and who is wrong. This competition is visible throughout politi—
cal security economic and social sectors. This paper argues that the roots
of the “Soft War” are located in the domestic politics arena namely the
danger that the Covid—19 pandemic could politicize the differences in de-
velopmental policies political systems and institutions between China and
the United States. To cope with the social divergences and institutional dis—
crepancy properly and to rebuild the framework for joint actions in favor of
a global governance system remain as the most significant up—front challen—

ges in China—U.S. relations.

American Diplomacy and Economy

A Study of Taiwan—Related Legislation in the U.S. Congress:
Regular Patterns and Developmental Trends

Lin Gang and ZhOU Wenxing ........................................

On the basis of the empirical study of 596 Taiwan-related bills and
resolutions from the 93rd to the 116th U.S. Congresses ( 1973-2020) this
paper finds that the key external factor constraining U.S. congressional in—
volvement in the Taiwan issue is the development of U.S.—China relations
and cross—Taiwan Strait ties. The internal factor in the same regard is to
what extent the White House can free itself from the interference of Con-
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gress which is contingent upon not only partisan politics between the exec—
utive and legislative branches but also the President’s leadership authority
and personality. In addition Taiwan lobby activities on Capitol Hill are rel—
evant to the increase in bills and resolutions. The simultaneous deterioration
of U.S.—China relations and cross —Strait ties since 2016 have increased
congressional incentives to expand Taiwan —related legislation. Impeached
by the House of Representatives President Donald Trump is more likely to
give in to congressional pressure which is expected to put forward more pro
—Taiwan bills and resolutions. The strengthened relations between Washing—
ton and Taiwan have posed a severe challenge to peace across the Taiwan
Strait.

Trump’s Policy Trend towards the DPRK:
A New Round of “Strategic Patience” ?

Lin Limin and Peng | R R

Three years into Donald Trump’s term in office his policy toward the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korean ( DPRK) has shifted from “maxi—
mum pressure” in the first year to “summit diplomacy” in the second year.
Now it is turning into a new round of “strategic patience ~ which is a con—
tinuum of Obama’s “strategic patience” towards the DPRK but with chan—
ges. The DPRK already has the ability to directly attack the U.S. with nu-
clear weapons and its economic and political aspects have stabilized. At
the same time upholding “America First” and “Economy First” as its rul—
ing philosophy and governance objectives the Trump administration takes a
negative stand on obligations such as leading global counter —proliferation
actions and playing the “World Police.” As a result the new round of
“strategic patience” of the United States will no longer be based on the
“collapse of DPRK” theory and the “window period” in which the United
States uses force to make the DPRK abandon its nuclear power is also basi—
cally closed. Trump’s new round of “strategic patience” with the DPRK
might open up the possibility of the international community tacitly agreeing
that the DPRK is a nuclear power. To a certain extent this might help ease
tensions on the Korean Peninsula but it might also induce Japan and South
Korea to “catch up ” leading to a new wave of nuclear proliferation in

Northeast Asia.

U.S. International Institutional Leadership and Transformations
of the Multilateral Trading System
Ll Mingzhe and Wang YOI’lg .............................................

The multilateral trading system was established to promote internation—

al trade cooperation after World War II. The developments and transforma-



