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The Trend and Future Direction of the New Trump Administration’s
Efforts to Slow Down the "Internationalization" of the Taiwan Question

ZHOU Wenxing, GE Sichen

(School of International Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract ;: Since the new Trump administration took office, the U.S. efforts to "internationalize"
the Taiwan question have slowed down. This is mainly manifested in the weakening of the U. S.
legislative " support for Taiwan'", the decline in the momentum of value-based " support for
Taiwan ", the lack of follow-up from the U.S. allies in "supporting Taiwan", insufficient momentum in
the U.S. efforts to "strengthen Taiwan and solidate the allies", and the contraction of issues related to
expanding Taiwan’s so-called international space. The slowdown in promoting the "internationalization"
of the Taiwan question by the second Trump administration since its inauguration is the result of
multiple factors working together. Among them, Trump’s personality traits are the core factor,
while China’s stance on the Taiwan affairs and its comprehensive national strength are important
external constraints. At the same time, the current state of executive-legislative relations in the
U.S., the ongoing fermentation of "distrusting Lai Ching-te" and "distrusting America", also
contribute to the slowdown of the "internationalization" of the Taiwan question. This slowdown
will lead to a temporary decrease in Taiwan’s alleged international visibility, stagnation or even
regression in Taiwan’s " diplomatic breakthroughs", and restrictions on the development of
pro-"independence" forces. In the short term, the future direction of promoting the "internationalization"
of the Taiwan question during Trump’s second term still faces uncertainties; in the long term, the U.S.
government is not likely to give up promoting the "internationalization" of the Taiwan question.
Therefore, China should always remain vigilant about the U. S. moves regarding Taiwan and
build effective capabilities to respond to related risks.

Key words: the new Trump administration; the Taiwan question; internationalization; China-U. S.
relations
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