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The Think Tank Factor in the U.S. Taiwan Policy Change:
The Case of Global Taiwan Institute
Zhou Wenxing

Abstract: In recent years, the U.S. administration and Congress have made greater efforts to adjust U.S. policy
towards Taiwan, which constantly collided with the “one China” policy claimed and followed by previous
administrations. In this process, some American think tanks have been playing an indispensable role, among
them the Global Taiwan Institute (GTI) — which has “official background” with the Democratic Progressive
Party authorities of Taiwan — has played a proactive role. As a small-sized think tank that enjoys special status
and is committed to enhancing U.S.—Taiwan relations, the GTI maintains a close relationship with the U.S.
government and the Taiwan authorities of Democratic Progressive Party, and is adept at utilizing a variety
of combined strategies to intervene in the U.S. Taiwan policy-making process. The intensified China—U.S.
strategic competition facilitates the GTI to influence U.S. Taiwan policy. However, the GTI’s role in U.S.
Taiwan policy-making process will remain limited in the long run.

Key Words: U.S. Taiwan Policy; Global Taiwan Institute; Think Tank; China—U.S. Relations; U.S.-Taiwan

Relations
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