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An Analysis of the Biden Administration’s Efforts and Their Limits

in Promoting the “Internationalization” of the Taiwan Question

ZHOU Wenxing, DIAO Guoxuan

Abstract: The “internationalization” of the Taiwan question has become a hot topic due to the

¢

Biden administration’s unprecedented efforts to play the “Taiwan card”. The “internationalization”
of the Taiwan question includes the maintenance of Taiwan’s “international presence” and the
advocation for the “international resolution”. The overall trend of its historical evolution is closely
related to the strategic competition between China and U.S.. The Biden administration implemented
a multifaceted strategy to promote the “internationalization” of the Taiwan question, including the
construction of “discourse legitimacy” , legislative support, the mobilization of the U.S. alliance
system, attempts to consolidate Taiwan’s “diplomatic allies” , and the expansion into multiple issue
—areas. Their underlying motivations are driven by a combination of short—term considerations to
strengthen U.S. alliance systems and align with the Democratic Progressive Party’s “pro—America
and anti—China” agendas. Additionally, there are medium— to—long—term strategic objectives aimed
at serving U.S. strategic competition with China and maintaining U.S. hegemony. However, several
factors will constrain the future direction of the “internationalization” of the Taiwan question. These
include the divergent interests between the U.S. and Taiwan authorities, the cautious stance of
countries both inside and outside the region toward U.S. Taiwan policy, and, most importantly,
China’s unwavering determination and formidable capabilities to advance national reunification.
Additionally, the election of Donald Trump could introduce significant challenges to the U.S. agenda
of “internationalization” of the Taiwan question.

Keywords: the Biden administration, the “internationalization” of the Taiwan question,

China-U.S. strategic competition, U.S.—Taiwan relations, cross—Taiwan Straits relations
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